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Research in the opioid field underwent a lull in the 1990's but much new research has recently been stimulated, firstly by the cloning of all of the opioid receptors and then by the development of gene knockout mice and their phenotype characterization. These developments have led to a a reappraisal of the potential utility of opioid agonists and antagonists not only for the treatment of pain but also for mood-related conditions and peripheral indications. Medicinal chemistry groups are still moving the field forward, and the pharmaceutical industry continues to keep a watching brief. Opioids are no longer exclusively the province of pain scientists, and potential for treatment of limbic disorders, itch and addiction are only now beginning to be considered seriously.